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Item 7b. 
 
Sunfish Lake Engineer’s Report for February 4, 2020 
 
By: Jeff Sandberg, PE 
 City Engineer  
 
Date: January 29, 2019 
 
 
1. Engineering Activities Undertaken in the Month of January. 

 
The following Engineer’s Report reflects the Engineering activities undertaken this 
past month. 
 
A. Met Council 2020 CAMP Program Participation.  Staff is requesting the city 

council’s continued support and funding to participate in the water quality testing 
program for Hornbeam, Sunfish, and Horseshoe Lakes.  Volunteers that take the 
readings for each lake have indicated a desire to continue their efforts in 2020.  
The cost for participating in the program is $380 for each lake.  We have included 
the costs of the program in the 2020 budget, and a motion is requested to 
continue participation in the CAMP. 
 

B. Pay Request – Charlton Road Reconstruction Project.  Pay Request #5 (FINAL) 
is included for the City Council’s consideration.  Staff has determined that the 
project has been completed per the contract plans and specifications.  The 
project is now in the 2-year warranty period.  SEE ATTACHMENT 1B. 

 
C. Dakota County Groundwater Plan Workshop.  Staff attended this workshop on 

January 30 to provide input into the Draft Plan update.  We discussed goals and 
strategies that are important to communities within Dakota County.  SEE 
ATTACHMENT 1C. 

 
D. Resolution on Salem Church Road and Delaware Ave Intersection.  At the 

January meeting, the City Council approved a resolution in support of county 
improvements to the intersection of Salem Church Road and Delaware.  The 
attached resolution was prepared by the city attorney and will be forwarded to 
Dakota County.  SEE ATTACHMENT 1D. 

 
2.  Building and Site Reviews in the Month of January. 
 

A. No Building or Site Reviews were conducted in January 
 

3.  Public Works Activities Undertaken in the Month of January. 
 

A. Staff was alerted by WSP police that a stop sign was knocked down at Angell 
Road and Sunnyside Lane as a result of a traffic accident.  Staff contracted for a 
temporary sign to be in place and has a quote for a permanent sign to be placed 
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when weather conditions permit.  The stop sign at Grieve Glen was also 
damaged in an accident and has been replaced. 
 

B. Staff has been working with the snow clearing contractor to keep roads clear and 
as safe as possible.  We have seen positive results from our recent initiative to 
pre-treatment roadways with salt brine ahead of snow events.  We received only 
a few phone calls and emails regarding icy roads in January.  Residents can 
email the contractor directly regarding unsafe road conditions at 
sunfishlakesnow@gmail.com.  Please copy Jeff Sandberg on any 
correspondence at jsandberg@wsbeng.com.   

 
 4. Anticipated Engineering/Public Works Activities for the Month of February. 

 
No other Engineering/Public Works activities are anticipated for the month of 
February. 
 
 

The above constitutes the Engineering Report for the City of Sunfish Lake for February 4, 
2020.   

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
WSB 

 
Jeffry S. Sandberg, PE 
City Engineer  
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Draft Groundwater Plan Goals and Strategies: 12-16-19 

DC GWP Goals: DC GWP Objective/Strategy 

1-Groundwater and drinking water
that are free from unhealthy levels
of contamination.

1A1-Assist public water suppliers in protecting the water supply. 

1A2-Assist water users in protecting their drinking water quality by regulating well 
construction and sealing. 

1A3-Assist private well owners in having their drinking water tested, understanding their 
results, and using appropriate water treatment. 

1B1-Reduce agricultural chemical contamination. 

1B2-Mitigate existing contamination of groundwater from point sources of pollution, 
including unsealed wells and historically contaminated sites. 

1C1-Prevent pollution by minimizing wastewater impacts on groundwater quality. 

1C2-Prevent groundwater pollution from stormwater. 

1C3-Prevent pollution by minimizing impacts of aggregate mining on groundwater quality. 

1C4-Reduce groundwater contamination from chloride. 

1D-Monitor groundwater quality to develop, implement, and evaluate strategies for 
reducing groundwater contamination in the County. 

2A1-Protect groundwater from excessive appropriation or diversion from Dakota County 
to places outside of Minnesota. 

2-Sufficient groundwater to meet
human needs and sustain
groundwater-dependent
ecosystems.

2A-Promote water conservation. 

2B1-Protect and improve high-quality groundwater recharge areas. 

2B2-Hold and treat water on the land to improve groundwater recharge. 

2B3-Protect, preserve, and restore wetlands. 

2C-Support development of alternative water supplies. 

2D-Quantify changes in groundwater levels and flow patterns in response to weather and 
groundwater pumping. 

3-People who live and work in
Dakota County are knowledgeable
about water issues, conserve water,
and prevent pollution.

3A-Inform and educate the general public on groundwater resources and science, water 
conservation, and pollution prevention. 

3B-Provide training to targeted audiences on pollution prevention and water conservation 

4-Efficient and effective groundwater
programs and services.

4A-Collaborate with other levels of government. 

4B-Review, streamline, and improve County and State regulatory processes. 
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CITY OF SUNFISH LAKE 
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

RESOLUTION NO. 20- _______ 

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THAT DAKOTA COUNTY PREPARE AN 
INTERSECTION DESIGN STUDY FOR THE INTERSECTION OF SALEM CHURCH 

ROAD AND COUNTY ROAD 63 (DELAWARE AVENUE) AND THAT DAKOTA 
COUNTY MAKE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE INTERSECTION TO CREATE A SAFER 

CONDITION  

WHEREAS, the City of Sunfish Lake is a statutory city. 

WHEREAS, the intersection of Salem Church Road and County Road 63 (Delaware 
Avenue) lies within the City.   

WHEREAS, Salem Church Road is a city road.  Delaware Avenue is a county road 
(County Road 63). 

WHEREAS, the intersection of the two roads requires reconfiguration and safety 
improvements.   

WHEREAS, the “crash data” obtained by the City indicates that there are a number of 
out of the ordinary accidents within the general area of the intersection.  The grades and 
alignment of the two roadways contribute to hazardous conditions.  The alignment of the 
intersection is not a typical T-intersection.  The intersection creates a safety concern. 

WHEREAS, the sight distances at the intersection may also require adjustment and 
correction.   

WHEREAS, the City has become aware of numerous accidents, especially in the winter 
months, due to the angle of the intersection that is compounded by the severe slope where the 
two roads meet.   

WHEREAS, this intersection has been extremely difficult to clear and keep safe in the 
winter months.  The severe slope on Salem Church Road down to Delaware Avenue becomes 
compacted with snow and ice, and shading from trees does not seem to allow bare pavement for 
the winter months, no matter how much salt and sand is applied.  The City has been inundated 
with calls from residents outlining how hazardous the intersection is and have heard several 
complaints from people that either can’t stop going down the slope to the intersection (and end 
up in the ditch), or that cannot get up the slope due to the icy conditions.  The City receives 
several calls each winter from the West St. Paul Police Department regarding accidents at the 
intersection area that resulted in people in the ditch and/or the City’s street signs getting knocked 
down.  The City has been made aware that some services (garbage and delivery) refuse to 
attempt to access Salem Church Road from Delaware in the winter due to the habitual icy 
conditions.   
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 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF SUNFISH LAKE DOES 
HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS:   
 

1. The City of Sunfish Lake requests that Dakota County prepare an intersection 
design study to address the safety concerns that exist with respect to the 
intersection of Salem Church Road and County Road 63 (Delaware Avenue).   

 
2. The City of Sunfish Lake requests that Dakota County implement an 

improvement project to address the safety concerns that exist with respect to the 
intersection of Salem Church Road and County Road 63 (Delaware Avenue).   
 

 
Adopted by the City Council of Sunfish Lake this 7th day of January, 2020. 
 
 
             
      Dan O’Leary, Mayor 
 

Attest: 
 
 
       
Catherine Iago, City Clerk 
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