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Item 7b. 
Sunfish Lake Engineer’s Report for May 1, 2018 

By: Jeff Sandberg, PE, City Engineer 

Date: April 27, 2018  

1. Engineering Activities Undertaken in the Month of April.

The following Engineer’s Report reflects the activities undertaken this past month, along
with the anticipated engineering activity for the month of May.

A. Charlton Road Improvements Update – Don Sterna has been working with
residents and council on securing easement agreements on Charlton Road.  Mr.
Sterna will request that the Feasibility study be accepted and the project ordered at
the May City Council meeting.

B. Fire Number Review – This item was tabled at the April meeting.  The City Council
requested more input from the Fire Chief and information on potential grant
opportunities.  The Fire Chief will be in attendance to discuss the options.  The
Police Chief will be in attendance to discuss funding opportunities.  See Attachment.

C. 2019-2023 CIP Update – I will be preparing the draft of the 2019-2023 CIP for the
City Council to be reviewed at an upcoming Council meeting.  This document will
outline what infrastructure and maintenance projects we are looking to do in 2019
and plan for the next 5 to 10 years for the Council to consider.  The goal is to
approve the CIP update at the August Council meeting which will help establish
infrastructure priorities to manage the City’s infrastructure and assist with budgeting
of city resources.

D. 8 Wood Duck Pass Variance Request – I have continued to review and be in
contact with the applicant and his septic designer regarding options for a
replacement septic system.  The proposal is scheduled to be heard at the next
Planning Commission meeting, and will likely be brought to a future City Council
meeting.

E. Address Change for TH 110 Renaming – I have been working with MnDOT and
the County to initiate an address change for the Schroeder residence, 240 Highway
110. Their address will change to 240 Highway 62 on July 1, 2018.  SEE
ATTACHMENT.

F. Update on Request for MnDOT To Address Sight Distance Issue on TH 110
We received email correspondence from Jon Solberg, South Area Manager for
MnDOT regarding this issue.  He stated that MnDOT does not have any
improvements programmed through 2023, and that the intersection does not have
crash rates at the same level as other intersections that are also waiting for funding.
He stated that MnDOT is aware of the deficiency, and offered that they would like to
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work with Sunfish Lake and IGH to plan for alternative access for existing homes and 
undeveloped land west of TH 3.  He believes alternative accesses are a better 
solution for the problem because improvements at the current location would be 
difficult to build because of the close proximity of the wetland.  Jon asked if there was 
interest from Sunfish Lake to work with MnDOT and IGH on a plan for alternative 
accesses. 

G. 5865 South Robert Trail – Staff sent a letter to the applicant outlining issues that
were found to be out of compliance with their approval.  The homeowner, Mr. Birch,
has indicated he will be at the City Council meeting to discuss and resolve the
issues.  SEE ATTACHMENT.

2. Building and Site Reviews in the Month of April.

A building and Site Review has been completed for 2570 Delaware Avenue.  The plan
consists of removing and replacing the garage, expanding a guest room, as well as
adding additional outdoor patio/entertainment space.  At this time, comments have been
addressed and the application is being considered at the next Planning Commission
meeting.

3. Public Works Activities Undertaken in the Month of April.

A. Snow Plowing for April – To date, we have not received an invoice for services in
April, however, through March it appears that expenditures are within the City’s
budgeted amount.  I will be monitoring the City streets to make sure issues are
resolved and the proper snow removal/ management is utilized.  Please notify me at
763-229-1643 if you see any unsafe conditions.

4. Anticipated Public Works Activities for the Month of May.

A. Spring Load Limits – Currently load limits are in effect and load restriction signs are
in place.  I will be monitoring the conditions and will remove the limits when
conditions permit.

The above constitutes the Engineering Report for the City of Sunfish Lake for May 1, 2018.  

Respectfully submitted, 

WSB & Associates, Inc. 

Jeffry S. Sandberg, PE 
City Engineer  
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April 25, 2018 

Honorable Mayor and City Council 
City of Sunfish Lake 
Via Email 

RE:  REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATIONS TO PROVIDE VISIBLE FIRE NUMBER MARKERS TO 
PROPERTIES THROUGHOUT THE CITY 

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council; 

In late 2017, the City’s Police and Fire staff (first responders) expressed concern that many of the City’s 
properties do not have visible Fire Marker signs to allow them to quickly respond to emergencies.  At their 
meeting on November 7, 2017 the City Council requested that staff perform a field survey/ review of the 
fire number signs for properties throughout the city and provide a recommendation to the council.   

In November 2017, WSB staff performed a drive-by survey of all 262 of the Sunfish Lake properties and 
classified the signage in one of four different categories; Good, Missing, Hidden/ Blocked, and Tilted.   

The following results were documented from our field survey: 

Good – 189 properties (72%) 
Missing – 39 properties (15%) 
Hidden/ Blocked – 18 properties (7%) 
Tilted – 15 properties (6%) 

In all, 72 of the 262 properties in the city, or 27% of the Fire Markers in the city, are not 100% visible to 
first responders.  In previous discussions with the City Council, it was requested that consideration be 
given to replacement markers that are two-sided and placed perpendicular to the road.  WSB has 
consulted with several sign vendors to identify sign options and designs.  Two different types of signs are 
being offered for your consideration.  The first option is the standard one-sided sign that is used today; 
the second option is a two-sided sign that would be placed perpendicular to the road for better visibility 
from either direction.     

In an effort to ensure consistency and complete coverage for 100% visible Fire Markers throughout the 
city, staff requested proposals from 3 vendors.  One vendor did not respond because they only supply the 
markers, they do not install or replace.  I offer the following options for the City Council’s consideration:  

Option 1: Replace all Fire Markers in the City with New 2-sided Markers in Year 1. 

This option would result in the city having the new style 2-sided marker to be consistently placed and 
100% visible for all residences within the city as quickly as possible.  

Quotes Received: 
Safety Signs:  $26,310.50 
Advantage Signs:  $19,911 (Add $1,404.32 for Galvanized posts) 

Option 2: Develop a Five-Year Plan to Replace all Fire Markers in the City with 2-sided Markers 
For this option we propose to replace 52 markers per year for five years.  We have identified the 72 
missing, hidden, or tilted markers as priority for replacement first, and subsequent replacement of all 
signs in the city with a new standard marker within 5-years time. The proposed schedule would be as 
follows: 
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Year 1: Replace all missing markers (39) and (13) hidden or tilted markers.  
Year 2: Replace remaining hidden/ blocked or tilted markers (20) and (33) more. 
Year 3: Replace 53 markers.  
Year 4: Replace 52 markers.  
Year 5: Replace 52 markers.  

Quotes Received: 
Safety Signs:  $6,283/ year; $31,415.50 total over 5 years 
Advantage Signs: $4,251/ year; $21,255 total over 5 years (Add $1,404.32 for Galvanized posts) 

This option spreads out the costs over 5 years, and would result in all Fire Markers in the city to be 
consistently placed and 100% visible with the new style 2-sided marker.  The missing signs and most of 
the markers not visible or tilted would be replaced in Year 1, with the remaining hidden or tilted markers 
being replaced in Year 2. 

Option 3: Replace only those Fire Markers in the City that are Missing with Standard 1-sided 
Marker, and Correct Hidden/ Blocked, or Tilted Markers. 
Markers that are missing (39) would be replaced with the standard one-sided marker.  It is assumed the 
existing markers for the Hidden, Blocked or Tilted markers are in serviceable condition, so those would be 
removed from the existing post and attached to a new post in a visible location (33 total).  Generally, the 
markers that are hidden/ blocked are conflicting with trees or landscaping or some other permanent 
barrier.  Trimming may be one option but would require permission from each property owner and it would 
not likely be a long-term solution.  The tilted signs likely either have damaged posts or have been situated 
that way for a long-enough period of time that trying to push them upright may break or damage the post.  
We recommend re-using the existing markers that are hidden/ blocked or tilted and installing them on a 
new post.   

Safety Signs: $6,012 
Advantage Signs: $4,014.65 (Add $385.92 for Galvanized posts) 

This option is the most-cost effective and would result in all Fire Markers to be 100% visible and 
consistent throughout the city as quickly as possible. 

Advantage Signs provided the most cost-effective quotes for all options.  Staff requests direction from the 
City Council on an option above or other options that may be discussed at the City Council meeting on 
May 1st.  If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact me at 651-286-8474. 

Sincerely, 

WSB & Associates, Inc. 

Jeffry S. Sandberg, PE 
City Engineer 
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April 24, 2018 

Mr. Howard Schroeder Jr. 
240 Highway 110 
Sunfish Lake, MN 55118 

RE: Address Change 
PID 38-03000-81-010 

Dear Mr. Schroeder: 

The Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) is changing the name of Highway 110 to Highway 
62, effective summer 2018. The reason for this change is to provide clarity to motorists by having one 
route, one number on this east/west road. MnDOT has received numerous complaints from motorists not 
knowing which road they are on in this area, specifically on Highway 55 between Highway 62 and 
Highway 110 near the MSP airport. This change will also allow all exits along this corridor to have a 
consistent numbering convention, to ease driver confusion.   Unfortunately, this will require an address 
change for properties that access directly off of TH 110.  For more information about this change visit 
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/metro/projects/hwy110renamingtohwy62/index.html. 

The City of Sunfish Lake has assigned the new address of 240 Highway 62 to your current address of 
240 Highway 110.  You will need to notify your power company, insurance company, Driver and Vehicle 
Services, your phone carrier, your cable carrier, your bank(s), voter registration, and any other subscriber 
services.  (This is a reference list to get you started.)  Below is a list of places where we have sent 
information regarding this address change.  This address change will be effective July 1, 2018. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 651-286-8474. 

Sincerely, 

WSB & Associates, Inc. 

Jeff Sandberg, PE 
City Engineer 

Cc: City of Sunfish Lake City Clerk 
City of Sunfish Lake Code Enforcement  
West St. Paul Police Department 
City of Mendota Heights Fire Department 
Dakota County 
Dakota County Dispatch 
West St. Paul Post Office 
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