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Item 7b. 
 
Sunfish Lake Engineer’s Report for January 8, 2013 
 
By: Don Sterna, PE, City Engineer 
 
Date: January 3, 2013  
  
 
1. Engineering Activities Undertaken in the Month of December 

This past month was a slow month for engineering activities in the City as the following 
engineers report indicates: 
 
Inver Grove Heights Storm Sewer Improvement Cost Participation Request –  
In December, I received a call from the City Engineer for Inver Grove Heights, Mr. Tom 
Kaldunski, regarding a regional pond outlet repair located within the city limits of Inver 
Grove Heights. The pond receives water from the communities of West St. Paul, South St. 
Paul, and MnDOT, along with Sunfish Lake. The pond, known as the Trail Court Pond, 
needs repair to the emergency overflow pipe which is damaged and causing drainage 
problems in Inver Grove Heights.  The repairs are estimated to cost around $312,000 to 
repair, and both MnDOT and Inver Grove Heights are requesting assistance in funding the 
project since the pond receives drainage from several communities, as well as MnDOT. The 
City of Sunfish Lake accounts for around 9.5% of the total drainage area that contributes to 
this pond, however, most likely contributes less volume due to the rural nature of the City.  
 
I have attached a copy of the letter for your information regarding the request. At this time, 
the Lower Mississippi River WMO will be conducting a cost-allocation study to look at 
several funding allocation scenarios as outlined in their LMRWMO policies. The study will 
be authorized in January, and the report should be completed in April this spring. At that 
time, the allocation study will be distributed to the communities for review, and hopefully, 
the affected communities will agree on a fund participation agreement. The cost implications 
to Sunfish Lake, if we only looked at the contributing drainage area, would be around 
$29,650.  However, based on the amount of ponds and lower density population, the 
contribution should be less than this value.  
 
At this time, I wanted to bring this issue forward so the Council is aware of the drainage 
repairs issue and that the City has been asked to be a partner in the repairs. 

 
Harmon Park Address Change – The address change request for Harmon Park was 
submitted to Dakota County GIS Department to formally change the address for Harmon 
Park to 2450 Angell Road. A copy of this request was also sent to the Police and Fire Chief 
for their reference as well. In regards to Google’s listing of the address, we still have not 
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received any response from our request back in 2012. Hopefully, by working through Dakota 
County, the new address will be adopted by Google.  

 
2. Public Works’ Activities Undertaken in the Month of December 

 
Snow Plowing Activity – The current snow plow expenditures through December 25, 2012, 
have been $2,954 out of a budget of $35,000.  I received three calls of which two were about 
slippery road conditions, and the third was a request to remove ice and snow during the warm 
stretch right after the first major snow fall in December. The snow plow contractor has been 
monitoring the roadway conditions and calls when he has seen road conditions that need 
attention before he proceeds with additional sanding and or plowing. Please let me know if 
you do receive calls from residents regarding snow and ice removal concerns so I am able to 
notify the contractor and provide clear direction on what needs to be done.   
  

3. Anticipated Engineering and Public Works’ Activities for the Month of January 
 

2013 CIP Project Preparation – In 2012 the City adopted a CIP which provides a map for 
maintaining the City’s infrastructure. The CIP identified two projects for 2013 which were 
included in the City’s 2013 budget. The projects involve seal coating Grieve Glen Lane, 
Acorn Drive, Zehnder Road, Roanoke Road and the eastern section of Salem Church Road 
from Roanoke Road to TH 3. The budget identified $35,000 in costs for this work along with 
$5,000 in street sign upgrades.  In January, I will be preparing an engineer’s cost proposal 
and schedule for each project for the Council to approve before we would begin preparing the 
documents necessary for the procurement of this work.  

 
At this time, there are no other planned City engineering activities for the month of January.   

 
The above constitutes the Engineering Report for the City of Sunfish Lake for January 8, 2013.   

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
WSB & Associates, Inc. 
 
 
 
Donald W. Sterna, PE 
City Engineer 
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