
MEMORANDUM

TO: Sunfish Lake Mayor and City Council

FROM: Michelle Barness / Alan Brixius

DATE: November 28, 2012 

RE: Sunfish Lake - Planning Update for December City Council Meeting

FILE: 211.02 – General

November Planning Commission

The November Sunfish Lake Planning Commission meeting was cancelled due to a lack 
of planning applications and because the holiday created conflicts in schedules making 
it difficult to have a quorum of Commission members in attendance.

December Planning Commission

There are no planning applications or public hearings on the Planning Commission 
agenda for December, however the Planning Commission will discuss a few timely 
ordinance issues (originally scheduled for discussion at the November meeting). Topics 
considered will include:

1) A numerical cap on the number of accessory buildings.
2) Under what conditions solid wood fences may be allowed (currently City Code 

allows them by variance when practical difficulties have been demonstrated).  

These questions arose during consideration of the 2400 Delaware Avenue application 
for a Major Site and Building Plan Review and variance from solid wood fence 
standards.  

In addition, we received a new inquiry regarding the property located at 345 Salem 
Church Road.  A previous application for a Major Site and Building Plan Review and 
variance from shoreline setback requirements for the same property was dropped, 
partially as a result of concern over the height and volume of the proposed home.  In 
preparation for potential future applications to build or expand on this property, the 
Planning Commission will discuss how the City should direct applicants as to house size 
given approval of a variance from shoreline setback standards.    
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2013 Development Application Schedule

Attached is the 2013 development application schedule for Council review and
approval.  At last month’s Council meeting, planning staff reviewed two 2013 Council 
meeting dates (July 2nd and September 3rd) that may be of concern due to potential 
conflicts with National holidays.  Council may want to discuss these dates and note any 
changes in the final resolution for the 2013 application schedule. 

cc: Catherine Iago, City Clerk  
Tim Kuntz, City Attorney 
Don Sterna, City Engineer
David Neameyer, Building Official
Jim Nayes, City Forester
Ron Wasmund, Septic System Inspector
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