
CITY OF Sunfish Lake MINNESOTA
Planning Commission 

        Findings of Fact & 
            Recommendation 

(Approval)
Applicant's Name:  John Prange and Karin Klarer 

Request: The applicants request City approval of major site and building plans and 
shoreland setback variance at 2144 Charlton Road. 

Planning Commission Meeting Date:  June 20, 2012

Findings of Fact:  Based on review of the application and evidence received, the 
Sunfish Lake Planning Commission now makes the following findings of fact and 
recommendation:

1. The address of the subject property is as follows:

 2144 CHARLTON ROAD, SUNFISH LAKE, MN  55118 

2. The Planning Report dated June 13, 2012 prepared by Northwest Associated 
Consultants, Inc. is incorporated herein by reference. 

3. The existing home is a legal non-conforming structure in that it fails to meet the 
required side yard setback of 50 feet and the shoreland setback of 200 feet. 

4. The Sunfish Lake Zoning Ordinance allows for a non-conforming home to be 
expanded to improve the livability. 

5. The proposed project will replace an existing, water-damaged sun room with a 
two-story addition in the same location. 

6. The variance is required to allow a building expansion into the shoreland 
setback.

7. A public hearing was properly noticed and held on June 20, 2012.

8. The Sunfish Lake Planning Commission conducted a public hearing and 
reviewed the applicant’s request for major site and building plan and shoreland 
setback variance review on June 20, 2012.  The Planning Commission 
recommended approval of major site and building plan approval and shoreland 
setback variance to allow for the construction of an addition to their home located 
at 2144 Charlton Road, subject to certain conditions as set forth in the Planning 
Report.



9. Upon review of the planning report, application information, and testimony at the 
public hearing, the Planning Commission found the building expansion request 
was a reasonable use of the property and due to practical difficulties unique to 
the site, could not be allowed without variance.  The following findings support 
the Planning Commission recommendation to approve the variance: 

a. The proposed addition will be constructed within the existing building lines 
of the property and will not increase the setback encroachment (to the 
shoreline of Sunfish Lake). 

b. No building expansion to the east or west is proposed.  Thus, the 
proposed expansion will not encroach any closer to neighboring 
residential uses.

c. Second story construction will take place well below the roofline peak.  
Thus, the visual profile of the home from the lake will not change as a 
result of the proposed construction. 

d. The proposed building addition meets all other Zoning Ordinance criteria. 

e. Approval of the shoreline setback variance is in keeping with the intent of 
the Zoning Ordinance and will not be detrimental to the character of the 
neighborhood.

Recommendation:
Based on the foregoing considerations and applicable ordinances, the Planning 
Commission recommends that the applicant’s request for approval of a major site and 
building plan and shoreland setback variance to allow for the construction of an addition 
to their home. 

Approved, subject to the following conditions: 

1. The addition be constructed in accordance with the plans dated May 7, 2012 and 
prepared by Mackey Malin Architects. 

2. The applicant shall submit complete construction plans to the City Council prior 
to Council action.  Plans shall be reviewed by the Building Inspector and a 
building permit issued  prior to any building construction or site disturbance. 

3. Work shall be confined to the designated work area.  Upon completion of the 
building construction, all disturbed areas shall be restored with ground cover and 
silt sock removed. 

4. Upon project completion, the applicant shall notify the City Planner to allow an 
on-site inspection of the completed project. 
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Adopted by the Sunfish Lake Planning Commission this 20th day of June 2012.

City of Sunfish Lake

By:
Andrea McCue 
Planning Commission Chair 

ATTEST

Catherine Iago, City Clerk 
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